
CURRENT WATER RESOURCES CONDITIONS
IN CENTRAL NEW ENGLAND

WATER RESOURCES DIVISION, U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
IN COOPERATION WITH THE STATES OF

MASSACHUSETTS, NEW HAMPSHIRE, RHODE ISLAND, AND VERMONT

SURFACE-WATER RUNOFF
DECEMBER 1981

GROUND-WATER LEVELS
DECEMBER 1981
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Runoff during December was in the normal range throughout central New England except for a
small area in central New Hampshire, which was slightly deficient. Runoff was almost in the deficient
range in southwestern Massachusetts and almost in the excessive range in coastal New Hampshire. With
normal preCipitation during .Jonuory, runoff is expected to be normal throughout central New England.

Ground-water levels during December remained below normal on Cape Cod and were in the normal
or above normal ranges elsewhere. If present trends continue, water levels near the end of January are
expected to be in the normal or above normal range everywhere, lncludinq Cape Cod.

Storage in major reservoirs declined in New Hampshire and Vermont and increased in Massachu­
setts and Rhode Island and ranged from about 86 to 124 percent of average for the end of December.
Scituate Reservoir in Rhode Island increased from 56 percent full at the end of November to 69 percent
full near the end of December, indicating welcome relief from low water supplies in much of that State.
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GROUND-WATER LEVELS IN SELECTED OBSERVATION WELLS

UNSHADED AREA SHOWS RANGE BETWEEN HI"GHEST AND LOWEST

MONTH - END WATER LEVEL OF RECORD
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