- CURRENT WATER RESOURCES CONDITIONS
IN GENTRAL NEW ENGLAND

WATER RESOURCES DIVISION, U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
IN COOPERATION WITH THE STATES OF
MASSACHUSETTS, NEW HAMPSHIRE, RHODE ISLAND, AND VERMONT
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*Within 30% above or helow monthily average water level

Runoff was in the normal range except in southwestern Vermont and western Massachusetts, where it
was deficient. Following high water about May 16-18, streamflow declined rapidly, and by the end of
the month was in the low-normal range in the northern half of New Hampshire and Vermont and in the
deficient range elsewhere. With normal precipitation during June, runoff is expected to be in the
low-normal range in northern New Hampshire and Vermont and in the deficient range in the remainder
of central New England.

Ground-water levels showed mixed trends and ranged from normal to below normal, as shown on the
map above. Five of the wells reported on page 4 set new lows for May for periods of record. If present
trends continue, levels during June are expected to be generally in the below-normal range.

Storage in major reservoirs increased in extreme northern New Hampshire, decreased slightly in
central New Hampshire, and remained about the same in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and southern

Vermont. Storage ranged from 73 to 133 percent of average near the end of May. Total contents of all
index reservoirs was about 96 percent of that of a year ago.



STREAMFLOW AT SELECTED INDEX GAGES

UNSHADED AREA SHOWS RANGE
BETWEEN HIGHEST AND LOWEST
MONTHLY MEAN DISCHARGES OF RECORD

CURRENT RECORD MEDIAN —¢—ewea

-t

MONTHLY MEAN DISCHARGE, IN CUBIC FEET PER SECOND

WARE RIVER AT INTAKE WORKS NEAR BARRE, MA (A) BRANCH RIVER AT FORESTDALE, R.I. (B’

1000

100 100

10 10

JFMAMJJASONDJ FMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASONDJFMAMJJASOND
1980 1981 1980 1981

PEMIGEWASSET RIVER AT PLYMOUTH, N.H. (D}

1000 10,000

100 1000

10 100




-€-
WATER LEVEL IN FEET BELOW LAND SURFACE

GROUND WATER LEVELS IN SELECTED OBSERVATION WELLS
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